
AMATEUR GAME

Singapore’s Nathen Tan and India’s Asara 
Sawhney achieved the biggest wins of their 
amateur careers with strong performances 
at the Johor Open, which concluded on 
November 13.

The tournament, now in its third edition, once 
again showcased the competitive spirit and 
regional amateur talent, with the challenging 
Horizon Hills Golf & Country Club providing a 
true test of golf.

Tan, who led by five strokes entering the 
final round, overcame a late wobble as he 
returned a closing 78 to finish on six-over 226. 
The 26-year-old, who is currently serving his 
National Service (NS), is finishing three shots 

NATHEN, ASARA TASTE SUCCESS AT JOHOR OPEN

ahead of Johor’s Nor Haqiem Nor Hadi. South 
Korea’s Woo Sung Sun took third place on 226.

“It was tough out there from start to finish. 
I enjoyed the challenge, and I’m extremely 
happy with the win. I put a lot of practice 
into this tournament, and it definitely paid 
off. The course was in excellent condition, 
a challenging but fair test of golf, and the 
event organisation was fantastic,” said Tan, 
who attracted quite some attention as he 
putted left-handed despite playing the game 
as a right-hander.

“I was struggling with putting yips for a long 
time and somehow found comfort putting 
left-handed. It has transformed my confidence 
and performance on the greens. This win 

definitely did not come easy and I cannot be 
more grateful for the victory, especially with 
all the challenges I’ve faced with my game in 
recent years.” 

In the women’s division, 16-year-old 
Singapore-based Asara carded rounds of 83, 
76 and 79 to stamp her mark on the amateur 
scene. Juliane Gaerlan of the Philippines came 
in three strokes behind in second. Locals Siti 
Nurfarah Fasha and Nuruladawiyah Abdul Jalil 
finished third and fourth, respectively.

Asara expressed her excitement over her 
first major win, sharing, “I’m thrilled! This is 
my first World Amateur Golf Ranking event 
and winning it means a lot. I’ve come close 
before, but finally getting this victory feels 
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LEADING FINAL RESULTS (PAR-72)
MEN
222 - 	Nathen Tan (SGP) ....................... 72-72-78
225 - 	Nor Haqeim Nor Hadi .............. 77-72-76
226 - 	Woo Sung Sun (KOR) ................ 74-76-76
232 - 	Shmuwel Soh (SGP) .................. 77-76-79
233 - 	Shaiful Adri Shaiful Kamar ..... 82-76-75
234 - 	Maru Choi (KOR) ........................ 77-80-77
237 - 	Shaiful Asri Shaiful Kamar ...... 79-80-78
238 - 	Jian Xi Ng ..................................... 76-87-75
	 Imran Marzuqi ............................ 87-75-76
	 Mohd Marcel Ridwan Emy ..... 84-78-76

WOMEN
238 - Asara Sawhney (IND) ................ 83-76-79
241 - Juliane Gaerlan (PHI) ................ 84-81-76
245 - Siti Nurfarah Fasha .................... 82-82-81
250 - NurulAdawiyah Abdul Jalil ..... 93-79-78
253 - Ng Yu Han ..................................... 86-84-83
257 - Mavis Chua .................................. 91-85-81
259 - Khu Yuan Puah ........................... 82-94-83
262 - Irum Kim (KOR) ........................... 87-85-90

incredible.” She credited her grandfather in 
New Delhi as her inspiration and the person 
who introduced her to golf at age seven. “My 
grandfather is my motivation,” she added, 
clutching the trophy proudly.

In the nett category, Hasnata Hassan posted 
a score of 214 to clinch the title comfortably, 

with Khu Yuan Puah securing a narrow victory 
in the women’s competition with a 214 overall.

Johor Golf Association president HH Tunku 
Aris Bendahara Abdul Majid Idris Ibni 
Almarhum Sultan Iskandar lauded the flagship 
event’s success and reiterated the association’s 
long-standing commitment to growing the 

amateur and junior game in the state and 
beyond.

“It’s teamwork that makes these tournaments 
possible, and we are pleased with how 
smoothly everything ran. The inclusion of 
international players supports our mission to 
promote amateur golf in Johor and positions 
the Johor Open as a significant regional 
championship. We look forward to making 
next year’s edition even bigger and better,” 
he stated.
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